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Abstract. We provide the first-passage statistics of Lévy flights in a one-dimensional
semi-infinite domain, considering the effects of a constant drift µ while the jump length
distribution is symmetric. By solving the space-fractional Fokker-Planck equation
governing the evolution of the probability density function, we derive expressions for
both the survival probability and the first-passage time for given values of the stability
index α and drift parameter µ. Our findings are further validated by comparing
them with simulations from the stochastic Langevin equation driven by α-stable noise.
Additionally, we make use of the Skorokhod theorem for processes with stationary
independent increments and show that our numerical results are in good agreement
with the analytical expressions for the probability density function of first-passage
times and survival probabilities. Specifically, in the asymptotic long-time limit, we
show that for α = 2 (Brownian motion), the first-passage time distribution follows
the classical Lévy-Smirnov form and decays exponentially, irrespective of the drift
direction. The survival probability exhibits a distinct asymptotic behaviour: for
positive drift, it decreases exponentially, while for negative drift, it saturates to a finite
value, indicating a nonzero probability for the particle to escape to −∞. For α = 1

(Cauchy process), the survival probability and the first-passage time density exhibit a
power-law decay, with µ-dependent exponents. For 0 < α < 1, we find that the long-
time asymptotic remains consistent with the drift-free case, but with a µ-dependent
prefactor. Finally, for α-stable processes with 1 < α < 2, the first-passage time density
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 2

follows a power-law decay, whose exponent depends on both α and the drift direction;
concurrently, the survival probability decays in power-law form for positive drift, while
in the case of negative drift, it saturates to a finite value.

1. Introduction

The first-passage problem as a fundamental aspect of stochastic processes arises in many
physical and biological systems, and beyond [1–13]. A typical first-passage problem is to
measure the probability density function (PDF) ℘(t) [14], that a random process exceeds
a given threshold value for the first time or escapes from a spatial domain through a
prescribed boundary. The first-passage theory is an important framework to characterise
the stochastic motion in a bounded domain including the flow of tracer particles
through a porous medium by the advection-diffusion equation [15], diffusion-controlled
reactions [16–20], non-Markovian processes [21,22], kinetics of polymer reactions [23–26],
random search processes [27–31], escape from potential wells [32–34], spreading of
diseases [35], nonequilibrium systems [4], renewal and nonrenewal systems [36] and
polymer translocation [37,38], among many others.

In the field of a stochastic process, there is another statistic known as first-hitting or
first-arrival time, which also quantifies the efficiency of the spatial exploration and search
properties of the process. The first-hitting time corresponds to the event when a specific
point-like or finite size target is visited for the first time [39–42]. Once the random walker
crosses the target, the statistic of the distance beyond the target ("leapovers") is also
of interest [43–46].

Lévy flights are Markovian random walk processes in which the distribution of jump
lengths are drawn from an α-stable long-tailed distribution with power-law asymptote
[47–49]. The broad distribution of occasional, extremely long jumps effects the
diverging variance of the process [50, 51]. Lévy flights with their features, independent
stationarity increments or self-similarity, have accordingly turned out to apply to
the statistical description of scale-invariant phenomena in diverse complex dynamic
processes [47,52–54]. To name a few, we mention human movement distributions [55–57],
animal foraging patterns [58], diffusive transport of light [59], tracer motion in living
cells [60–63], heat transport in magnetised plasmas [64, 65] and Lévy statistics in stock
market price fluctuations [66–68].

In the literature, there are several results regarding the first-passage time statistics
for Lévy flights in discrete and continuous-time in semi-infinite intervals [43,44,69–76].
Adding a constant drift even in the simplest random walk problem such as the Brownian
motion, give rise to new features. In the case of Brownian motion the first-passage time
PDF ℘(t), in the presence of a constant drift, asymptotically decays exponentially in
time [2]. It is worth noting that Brownian motion with a drift applies to describe the
effect of linear trends in the statistics of records [77,78] whose relation to the first-passage
theory is well known [2, 4] and has specific applications to finance [79–81].
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 3

Another relevant example are diffusion processes with heavy-tailed jump length
distribution in the presence of a constant drift, in which the theoretical aspects of the
first-passage statistics become more challenging. In this case, extensions were made to
the extreme values statistics of stochastic processes with a constant drift for symmetric
Lévy flights by means of record-breaking statistics [77, 80, 82]. The statistics of records
of a one-dimensional discrete random walk in the presence of a constant bias was
studied [77], and the effect of a linear drift on the record statistics of a Gaussian random
walk was considered [80]. Moreover, in [82] the asymptotic of the expected maximum of
discrete Lévy flights with a drift on a line was investigated. We also note that, with the
help of record statistics, the "time since maximum" or "drawdown time" of the general
class of Lévy processes (processes with stationary, independent increments) with drift
were studied [83]. We finally mention the classical results regarding α-stable processes
with a drift. A limit distribution for the first-passage time of random walks with a
drift which were shown to belong to the domain of attraction of α-stable laws [84], and
explicit information about the potential kernel and hitting times of α-stable processes
with a drift was obtained [85], as well as an asymptotic expansion of the hitting times
of α-stable process in d-dimension with a drift derived [86].

Following the results in [75], we here provide the first-passage statistics for
symmetric Lévy flights with a drift in a semi-infinite interval. By employing the
Skorokhod theorem [87,88], which provides an analytical expression for the first-passage
time PDF of random processes with stationary independent increments (Lévy processes)
in a semi-infinite interval, we demonstrate analytic results in certain special cases of
the α-stable probability laws. Furthermore, with two numerical approaches based on
the space-fractional Fokker-Planck equation and the Langevin equation, the survival
probability and the first-passage time PDF for different values of the stability index α
and the drift parameter µ is obtained.

The paper is organised as follows. In section 2, we introduce the Skorokhod theorem
in a semi-infinite interval and explore its relationship with the first-passage time and
survival probability. Moving on to section 3, we define the space-fractional Fokker-
Planck equation based on the characteristic function of an α-stable random process
under the influence of a drift. In this section, we also provide the corresponding Langevin
equation for Lévy flights with a drift. The subsequent sections 4 through 8 are dedicated
to presenting numerical results for the survival probability and the first-passage time
PDF for symmetric α-stable distributions. These numerical findings are compared with
the analytical results derived using the Skorokhod theorem. Finally, in section 9, we
conclude the paper by summarising our key findings and their broader implications.
The appendices contain detailed descriptions of our numerical models for the fractional
advection-diffusion equation, as well as the derivations of the first-passage time and
survival probability.
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 4

−∞ 0 d x

Figure 1. Schematic of our setup. We consider a semi-infinite interval (−∞, d]. The
initial condition is represented by a δ-distribution located at x(0) = 0.

2. First-passage statistics and the Skorokhod theorem

The first-passage time PDF ℘(t) is defined as the negative time derivative of the survival
probability S(t) (sometimes called the persistence probability) [2, 3],

℘(t) = −dS(t)

dt
, (1)

which refers to the probability that up to time t the stochastic process stays within the
domain. In the Laplace domain with initial condition S(0) = 1 the relation between the
survival probability and the first-passage time reads

℘(λ) = 1− λS(λ). (2)

From an analytical point of view, the Skorokhod theorem provides a general formula
for the first-passage time PDF in the Laplace domain for a broad class of Lévy processes
[87, 88]. For the setup shown in figure 1 in which the process starts at x = 0 and is
limited to move in the semi-infinite interval (−∞, d], reads

℘(λ) = 〈e−λt〉 =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt℘(t)dt = 1− p+(λ, d), (3)

where the auxiliary measure p+(λ, x) is defined via its Fourier transform as

q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
−∞

eikx∂p+(λ, x)

∂x
dx

= exp

{∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t

∫ ∞
0

(eikx − 1)Pα(x, t)dxdt

}
. (4)

Here the function Pα(x, t) is the PDF of the process. The boundary condition reads
p+(λ, x) = 0 at x ≤ 0. For convenience in analytical calculations we write equation (4)
in the following form,

∂

∂λ
ln q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt
∫ ∞

0

(1− eikx)Pα(x, t)dxdt. (5)

In the following section, we define the two numerical methods employed for comparison
with our results derived from the Skorokhod theorem for the first-passage time PDF
and the survival probability.
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 5

3. Numerical tools

3.1. Space-fractional Fokker-Planck equation

A space-fractional Fokker-Planck equation is a deterministic equation for the PDF
Pα(x, t), also known as the Smoluchowski equation or the Kolmogorov forward equation,
given by [14,89]

∂

∂t
Pα(x, t) + µ

∂

∂x
Pα(x, t) = Kα

∂α

∂|x|αPα(x, t), (6)

where the initial condition is Pα(x, 0) = δ(x), and the space-fractional derivative oper-
ator ∂α/∂|x|α is defined in terms of its Fourier transform,

∫∞
−∞ eikx[∂α/∂|x|α]f(x)dx =

−|k|αf(k), and where f(k) =
∫∞
−∞ eikxf(x)dx is the Fourier transform of f(x). In equa-

tion (6), the stability (Lévy) index α is in the range 0 < α ≤ 2, the scale parameter
(generalised diffusion coefficient) is positive (Kα > 0) and the drift parameter µ account-
ing for the constant drift in the system is any real number. By applying the Fourier
transform to the left-hand side of equation (6), it can be readily shown that

Pα(k, t) =

∫ ∞
−∞

eikxPα(x, t)dx = exp(−tKα|k|α + ikµt), (7)

which represents the characteristic function of an α-stable PDF [90, 91]. This result
stems from the limiting distributions of sums of independent, identically distributed
(i.i.d.) random variables [52, 92], as described by the generalised central limit theorem
[48, 49, 93]. The numerical scheme used to solve equation (6) is detailed in Appendix
A. For the numerical simulations based on the space-fractional diffusion equation, an
additional absorbing boundary was imposed on the left-hand side of the initial position
of the random walker, placed at a significant distance away to resemble a semi-infinite
interval. Specifically, in our simulations, each random walker begins at x(0) = 0, with
absorbing boundaries set at x = d = 0.5 and x = −2000. In this paper, we utilise the
Skorokhod theorem to explore the first-passage statistics of α-stable probability laws in
the presence of a constant drift. The behaviour of these statistics varies depending on
the sign of the drift µ and the value of the stability index α. We begin by deriving ℘(t)

for Brownian motion with a drift, followed by an analysis of the symmetric Cauchy law
(α = 1). We then examine α-stable processes with 0 < α < 1 and conclude with the
study of α-stable processes where 1 < α < 2, all under the influence of a constant drift.

3.2. Comparison with α-stable distributions

To evaluate the performance of the numerical scheme used to solve the space-
fractional advection-diffusion equation, we compare the numerical results to the
theoretical predictions for the shapes of α-stable PDFs in the presence of a drift. For
computational purposes, it is advantageous to perform the inverse Fourier transform of
the characteristic function in the M-form, as outlined in [93]. By employing the method
described in [94] and converting the distribution’s parameters from the M-form to the
standard form as discussed in [75], we demonstrate that the numerical results are in
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 6
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Figure 2. PDF of a symmetric α-stable probability law with drift for various
parameters µ, is examined at t = 1 within a domain of half-length L = 20 and
the initial condition Pα(x, 0) = δ(x). In all panels, symbols represent the numerical
solution of the diffusion equation (6), while the lines depict the α-stable distributions
obtained through the Fourier inversion of the characteristic function (7). The excellent
agreement between the numerical solutions and the theoretical densities is evident. For
all simulations, the time step is ∆t = 0.001 and the spatial step length is ∆x = 0.01.

excellent agreement with the theoretical expectations.
The interval is confined to [−L,L], with the initial condition represented by a Dirac
δ-function centred at the middle of the domain, where L = 20 (x(0) = 0). Absorbing
boundary conditions are applied at the boundaries. The PDF for various combinations
of the stability index α and the drift parameter µ at t = 1 is shown in figure 2. Across
all cases and throughout the entire plotted range, the agreement between the numerical
solutions and the theoretical densities is excellent.

3.3. Langevin equation

Conversely, the dynamic equation of Lévy flights in the presence of a constant drift is
a stochastic differential equation, known as the overdamped Langevin equation for the
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 7

coordinate x(t) [95, 96],
d

dt
x(t) = µ+K1/α

α ζ(t), (8)

driven by white Lévy stable noise ζ(t) characterised by the same α and µ parameters
as the space-fractional Fokker-Planck operator (6) and with unit scale parameter.
We note that the drift parameter can be written as µ−1 = γm, in which m is the
mass of the particle and γ denotes the friction coefficient characterising the dissipative
interaction with the bath of surrounding particles. The survival probability S(t) and the
first-passage time PDF can be constructed by the discretised version of the Langevin
equation,

x(t+ ∆t) = x(t) + µ∆t+K1/α
α (∆t)1/αζt. (9)

To construct an ensemble of N trajectories x(t) with the initial condition x(0) = 0 and
the boundary at x = d, equation (9) is integrated up to the time τ when a particle
crosses the absorbing boundaries for the first time, i.e., as long as x(t) < d. The PDF of
first-passage times was estimated from the ensemble of N first-passage times τ and the
survival probability was obtained as the complementary cumulative distribution of first-
passage times. In the simulation, we used N = 105 trajectories constructed with the
Euler-Maruyama method (see equation (9)), with the integration time-step ∆t = 10−3.
Random numbers distributed according to α-stable densities were generated by standard
methods [97–99]. It is important to note that the numerical simulations based on the
diffusion equation for 0 < α < 1 are highly computationally intensive. Therefore, we
present only the results obtained from the Langevin equation for this case. For α = 1,
we employ both approaches: the diffusion equation at short times and the Langevin
equation at longer times. In contrast, for 1 < α < 2, we utilise both the Langevin
equation and the diffusion equation to provide a comprehensive analysis.

4. Brownian motion with arbitrary drift

4.1. First-passage time

For Brownian motion, the PDF in unbounded space reads

P2(x, t) =
1√

4πK2t
exp

(
−(x− µt)2

4K2t

)
, (10)

and applying the Skorokhod theorem (detailed in Appendix B) leads to the first-passage
time PDF

℘(t) =
d√

4πK2t3
exp

(
−(d− µt)2

4K2t

)
, (11)

which is the famous Lévy-Smirnov distribution representing a well-known result of the
theory of Brownian motion with a drift [2]. We mention that by using the intuitive
images method and the Green’s function approach [2] (see equations (3.2.13) and (3.3.5)
there) and the first-arrival theory [100] (see equation (E.7) there) a similar result (with
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 8

a different sign for µ, due to a different setup) was obtained. In figure 3, top panels, we
show the result of equation (11) and compare it with the numerical simulation of the
space-fractional Fokker-Planck equation at short and long times. In the long-time limit
we have

℘(t) ∼ exp

(
− µ2t

4K2

)
, t→∞. (12)

As expected, and also can be seen from figure 3 (top right), the PDF of the first-
passage time decreases exponentially irrespective of the sign of the drift. Here and in
the following, the symbol ∼ means asymptotic equality, ' denotes asymptotic equality
up to a prefactor, and ≈ means approximately equal. For positive values of the drift
parameter, it is very likely that the particle will be absorbed very quickly, while for
negative µ it is more likely that the particle will escape to −∞. In both cases, the PDF
of the first-passage time should become vanishingly small in the long time limit.

4.2. Survival probability

Integrating equation (1) the survival probability reads

S(t) = 1−
∫ t

0

℘(t
′
)dt

′
. (13)

By substitution of equation (11) into equation (13) we get

S(t) = 1−
∫ t

0

d√
4πK2t

′3
exp

(
−(d− µt′)2

4K2t
′

)
dt
′
. (14)

Changing the variable according to u2 = d2/4K2t
′ leads us to

S(t) = 1− 2eµd/2K2

√
π

∫ ∞
d/
√

4K2t

exp
(
−u2 − (µd/4K2u)2) du

=
1

2

[
erfc

(
µt− d√

4K2t

)
− e

µd
K2 erfc

(
µt+ d√

4K2t

)]
. (15)

From here we see that based on the sign of µ, the long-time asymptotic of the survival
probability has the form

S(t) ∼
{ √

K2

πµ2t
e−µ

2t/4K2 , µ > 0

1− e−|µ|d/K2 , µ < 0
. (16)

Thus, for a positive value of the drift parameter, the random walker is absorbed with
certainty (recurrent process). For a negative value of µ, in contrast, the process is
called transient and the random walker drifts toward −∞ when t becomes large. A
similar result using the image method in a different setup (µ → −µ) was obtained
in [2] (see equation (3.2.16)). In the case µ = 0, we obtain S(t) = erf(d/

√
4K2t),

which shows that the survival probability is almost constant until the diffusion length√
K2t reaches the initial distance to the absorbing boundary d. When

√
K2t � d, we

have S(t) ∼ d/
√
πK2t, showing the Sparre-Andersen law [101,102]. In figure 3 (bottom
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Figure 3. Top: first-passage time PDF for Brownian motion with a drift in a semi-
infinite domain with d = 0.5 at short times on a linear scale (left) and at long times on
a log-log scale (right). Symbols represent the numerical solution of the space-fractional
diffusion equation (6) and the lines show the analytical result (11). The black short
line on the right panel indicates a slope of −3/2 corresponding to the asymptotic
behaviour of the first-passage time PDF for Brownian motion with µ = 0. Bottom:
survival probability of Brownian motion with a drift in a semi-infinite domain at short
times on a linear scale (left) and at long times on a log-log scale (right). Symbols
show the numerical solution of the space-fractional diffusion equation (6) and the lines
are the analytical result (15). The black short line on the right panel indicates a
slope of −1/2 corresponding to the asymptotic behaviour of the survival probability
for Brownian motion with µ = 0.

panels), we show the result for the survival probability by numerically solving the space-
fractional diffusion equation (6) and compare it with the analytical result (15). As can
be seen, when µ is positive, the survival probability decreases exponentially. Conversely,
if it is negative (µ < 0), the random walker moves preferentially in the negative
direction, leading to the finite value 1 − exp(−|µ|d/K2) for the survival probability
(see equation (16). We also note that the short-time limit of the survival probability is

S(t) ∼ 1−
√

4K2t

πd2
exp

(
− d2

4K2t

)
, t→ 0. (17)

This result is independent of the drift parameter µ, indicating that the short-time
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 10

behaviour is dominated solely by the diffusion coefficient K2 and the length scale d.

5. Lévy flights with α = 1 and arbitrary drift

For LFs with the stability index, α = 1 the distribution of jumps follows the Cauchy
law

P1(x, t) =
1

π

K1t

(K1t)2 + (x− µt)2 . (18)

In this section with the help of Skorokhod theorem we obtain the long time asymptotic
behaviour of the first-passage time and the survival probability for Cauchy process with
a drift.

5.1. First-passage time

In the presence of a constant drift µ, we obtain the long-time asymptotic of the first-
passage time PDF as follows (see details in Appendix C),

℘(t) ∼ 1

π

(
d

K1

)ρ′ (
t

sin (πρ′)

)−ρ′−1

, (19)

where this parameter ρ′ is defined as

ρ′ =
1

2
+

1

π
arctan

(
µ

K1

)
. (20)

In figure 4 (top left panel), we show the short-time behaviour of the first-passage PDF
for α = 1 based on the numerical simulation of the space-fractional diffusion equation
(6) and the Langevin equation (8). Moreover, on the top right panel of figure 4, we
show the long-time asymptote of the first-passage PDF on a log-log scale based on
the Langevin dynamics and compare it with equation (19). As can be seen, these two
approaches agree perfectly in both panels and the prefactor shows good agreement with
the theory. Note that in the case µ = 0 we get the result in [44, 75],

℘(t) ∼ 1

π

√
d

K1

t−3/2. (21)

In the limits µ → ∞ and µ → −∞, by expansion of arctan(µ/K1) we have ρ′ ≈
1−K1/πµ and ρ′ ≈ K1/π|µ|, respectively. Thus

℘(t) ∼
{

dK1

πµ2
t−2, µ→∞

K1

π|µ|t
−1, µ→ −∞ . (22)

For µ → ∞, the first-passage time PDF decays as t−2, with the prefactor scaling as
µ−2. This reflects the fact that, under a large positive drift, the particle is more likely to
cross the absorbing boundary quickly, leading to a rapid decay of the PDF. In contrast,
for µ → −∞, the decay of the PDF follows t−1, with a prefactor that scales as |µ|−1.
In this case, the negative drift causes the particle to move away from the absorbing
boundary, which increases the time it takes to cross. The slower decay indicates that
the first-passage event occurs more gradually due to the opposing drift.
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 11

5.2. Survival probability

With the relation between the first-passage time and survival probability in the Laplace
domain (see equations (2) and (C.16)) we find that

S(λ) ∼ (d sin(πρ′))ρ
′

Kρ′

1 Γ(1 + ρ′)
λρ
′−1. (23)

Application of the inverse Laplace transform and using the reflection formula Γ(z)Γ(1−
z) sin(πz) = π, we find that

S(t) ∼ 1

πρ′

(
d

K1

)ρ′
(sin (πρ′))

ρ′+1
t−ρ

′
. (24)

In the bottom left panel of figure 4, we present the short-time behaviour of the survival
probability for α = 1, obtained from numerical simulations of the space-fractional
diffusion equation (6) and the Langevin equation (8). The bottom right panel of figure 4
shows the long-time asymptote of the survival probability on a log-log scale, comparing
Langevin simulation results with the theoretical expression from equation (24). As
shown, the results from both approaches agree perfectly in both panels, and the prefactor
aligns well with the theory. Again, using the expansion of arctan(µ/K1) in the limits
µ→∞ and µ→ −∞, corresponding to ρ′ ≈ 1−K1/πµ and ρ′ ≈ K1/π|µ|, respectively,
we get the following results for the survival probability,

S(t) ∼
{

dK1

πµ2
t−1, µ→∞

exp
(
− K1

π|µ| ln
[
K1t
d

])
, µ→ −∞ . (25)

For µ → ∞, the survival probability decays as t−1, with a prefactor scaling as µ−2.
This reflects the rapid crossing of the boundary d due to the strong positive drift, which
accelerates the first-passage event. For µ→ −∞, the survival probability exhibits slower
exponential decay with a logarithmic dependence on t. The negative drift opposes the
motion, causing the particle to take longer to cross the threshold, resulting in a slower
first-passage event.

6. Lévy flights with 0 < α < 1 and arbitrary drift

6.1. First-passage time

For this case, in the presence of small values of the drift parameter µ, we find the long-
time asymptotic behaviour of the first-passage time PDF as follows (see Appendix D
for details),

℘(t) ∼ t−3/2

Γ(1 + α/2)

√
dα

4πKα

(1− Cα) , (26)

in which the constant Cα defined as

Cα =
Γ(1 + α/2)

Γ(3α/2) cos (πα/2)
Peα, (27)

Page 11 of 39 AUTHOR SUBMITTED MANUSCRIPT - JPhysA-122167.R1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

A
cc

ep
te

d 
M

an
us

cr
ip

t
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Figure 4. Top left: first-passage time PDF for the Cauchy process with a drift for
different values of the drift parameter µ on a linear scale. Lines show the numerical
results based on solving the space-fractional diffusion equation (6) and symbols are
results obtained from the Langevin equation simulation. Top right: same as in the
left panel on a log-log scale. Symbols represent the numerical solution of the Langevin
equation, lines show equation (19) with the prefactor and the black short line shows
the asymptote t−ρ

′−1. Bottom left: survival probability for the Cauchy process with
a drift at different values of µ on linear scales. Numerical results are shown by lines
based on the space-fractional diffusion equation (6), and symbols are from Langevin
simulations. Bottom right: same as the left panel on a log-log scale. Symbols represent
Langevin simulation results, and lines show equation (24) including the prefactor. The
black short line indicates the asymptote t−ρ

′
.

where Peα denotes the generalised Péclet number that quantifies the ratio between
advective and diffusive transport rates with [41]

Peα =
µdα−1

2Kα

. (28)

In the limit where µ tends to zero, we refer to the findings in [44,75]. The left panel of
figure 5 illustrates the long-time behaviour of the first-passage time PDF governed by
the α-stable distribution with stable index α = 0.5, under the influence of µ. Conversely,
the right panel of figure 5 showcases the long-time behaviour of the first-passage time
PDF for symmetric α-stable distributions with various stable indices α and µ = −1.
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 13

Notably, as µ varies, the PDF demonstrates disparate decay rates: accelerated for µ > 0

and decelerated for µ < 0. Consequently, the role of µ primarily manifests in adjusting
the prefactor, whereas the long time asymptotic behaviour of the first-passage time
PDF remains consistent with the processes in absence of drift [44, 75]. The coefficient
Cα corresponding to α = 0.5 assumes values of C0.5 = −0.74, 0, 0.74 for µ = −1, 0, and
1, respectively. For µ = −1, Cα varies as Cα = −0.43,−0.74,−1.8 for α = 0.3, 0.5,
and 0.8, respectively. It is important to note that equation (26) is derived under the
assumption of a small drift parameter µ. Therefore, the prefactor is valid only in the
regime where |Cα| < 1. However, the long-time asymptote ℘(t) ' t−3/2 is universal for
0 < α < 1 and holds for arbitrary µ (see figure 5).

6.2. Survival probability

Similarly, we find the long-time behaviour of the survival probability for small values of
µ

S(t) ∼ t−1/2

Γ(1 + α/2)

√
dα

πKα

(1− Cα) , (29)

where Cα is defined in equation (27). In the special case of µ = 0, this result matches
the one in [44,75]. It is important to note that, due to the presence of long jumps when
0 < α < 1, the time exponent of the survival probability remains universal and does
not depend on µ. The parameter µ only influences the prefactor 1 − Cα. As shown in
the bottom left panel of figure 5 (linear scale), the survival probability decays rapidly
at short times for positive drift, reflecting particles crossing the boundary under the
influence of the drift. However, the long-time asymptote universally decays as t−1/2

in the log-log representation (bottom right panel), independent of µ. This behaviour
highlights the dominance of long jumps in determining the escape dynamics when t

becomes large.

7. Lévy flights with 1 < α < 2 and negative drift

7.1. First-passage time

When the drift parameter is negative (µ < 0), the random walker preferentially moves
down the negative axis. We obtain the asymptote of the first-passage time PDF in the
Laplace domain for µ < 0 (detailed in Appendix E), in the form

℘(λ) ∼ 1− Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)

− Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|λ
α−1, λ→ 0, (30)

where Lα′,β(z) is the cumulative distribution of a one-sided α-stable probability law with
0 < α′ < 1 and β = 1. Equation (30) is an improper PDF as ℘(λ = 0) 6= 1 [103, 104].
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Figure 5. Top left: first-passage time PDF for a symmetric α-stable process with
a drift and stable index α = 0.5 in a semi-infinite domain with d = 0.5, shown in
log-log scale for different values of µ. Top right: first-passage time PDF for different
combinations of α and µ = −1. In both panels, symbols are from Langevin equation
simulations, lines represent equation (26), and the black short line indicates the long-
time asymptote t−3/2. Bottom: survival probability for the symmetric α-stable process
with a drift and stable index α = 0.5 for different µ. The left panel shows the results
on a linear scale, and the right panel depicts the long-time behaviour on a log-log
scale. Symbols represent Langevin equation simulations. In the left panel, lines show
numerical results based on solving the space-fractional diffusion equation (6). In the
right panel, lines represent equation (29) with the numerically obtained prefactor Cα,
and the black short line indicates the long-time asymptote t−1/2.

By applying the inverse Laplace transform, the long-time asymptotic of the first-passage
time PDF reads

℘(t) ∼ KαΓ(α) sin (απ/2)

π|µ|α Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
t−α. (31)

In figure 6 we plot the long-time asymptote of the first-passage time PDF on a log-
log scale for different values of the stable index α, based on numerical simulation of
the Langevin equation for µ = −1 and −4. A comparison with equation (31) and its
prefactor has been conducted, demonstrating excellent agreement with the numerical
results. When comparing this with the case when µ = 0, which corresponds to the
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Figure 6. First-passage time PDF for symmetric α-stable probability law with µ = −1

(left), and µ = −4 (right) in a semi-infinite domain with d = 0.5 for different sets of
the index of stability α obtained based on numerical results of the Langevin equation.
The solid black lines show the asymptotic of the first-passage time PDF with t−α (31),
whereas the dashed lines show equation (31) with the prefactor.

well-known Sparre-Andersen law (℘(t) ' t−3/2) regardless of the stable index α, we
conclude that for 1 < α < 1.5 the first-passage time PDF decays more slowly than in
the scenario in absence of drift. Consequently, even though the walker typically drifts
toward −∞ when µ < 0, rare large jumps contribute to increasingly higher values of
the first-passage time PDF as t increases.

7.2. Survival probability

Using relation (2) between the first-passage time and survival probability in the Laplace
domain, and referring to equation (30) for the case of a negative drift, we find that

S(λ) ∼ Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
exp

[
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|λ
α−1
]

λ
. (32)

Applying the inverse Laplace transform leads us to

S(t) ∼ Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
W1−α,1

(
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|t
1−α
)

∼ Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
, (33)

where in the last equality we use the relationW1−α,1(0) = 1 for the Wright function [105].
As seen in this scenario, the particles escape to −∞, indicating that the negative drift
is stronger than the diffusion term.
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Figure 7. First-passage time PDF for symmetric α-stable probability law with µ = 1

(left) and µ = 4 (right) in a semi-infinite domain with d = 0.5 for different combinations
of the index of stability α obtained from numerical results of the Langevin equation.
The solid black lines show the asymptotic of the first-passage time PDF with t−α−1

(34). The dashed lines show equation (34) including the prefactor.

8. Lévy flights with 1 < α < 2 and positive drift

8.1. First-passage time

Finally in the case µ > 0, the random walker moves towards the boundary d. We find
the following relation for the long-time asymptotic of the first-passage time PDF in the
case µ > 0 (detailed in Appendix E),

℘(t) ∼ Kαf(α, µ,Kα, d)

2µα| cos(απ/2)|Γ(−α)
t−α−1

∼ Kα

πµα
sin
(απ

2

)
Γ(α + 1)f(α, µ,Kα, d)t−α−1, (34)

where f(α, µ,Kα, d) defined as (E.21) which can be computed numerically. In figure
7 we plot the first-passage time PDF of a symmetric α-stable process with positive µ
on a log-log scale and compare the numerical results with equation (34). Moreover,
in figure 8 (top panels) we present the results for the first-passage time PDF of an
α-stable process with α = 1.5 in a semi-infinite domain in the short-time (top left)
and the long-time (top right) limits, based on the numerical simulation of the Langevin
equation. In the short-time limit we compare the results with the numerical simulation
of the space-fractional diffusion equation, and in the long-time limit we compare the
Langevin simulation results with the analytical result in equations (31) and (34), all
showing excellent agreement.
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Figure 8. Top left: first-passage time PDF for symmetric α-stable probability law
with α = 1.5, in a semi-infinite domain with d = 0.5 for different values of the drift
parameter µ in linear scale. Lines show numerical results based on solving the space-
fractional diffusion equation (6), and symbols are obtained from Langevin equation
simulations. Top right: the same as in the left panel on a log-log scale. Symbols
represent the numerical solution of the Langevin equation (8), and dashed lines show
the prefactor in equation (31) for µ < 0 and equation (34) for µ > 0. The black lines
show the asymptotic of the first-passage time PDF with t−α and t−α−1 for negative
and positive µ, respectively. Bottom left: survival probability for symmetric α-stable
density with α = 1.5 on a semi-infinite domain with d = 0.5, for different values
of the drift parameter µ, shown on a linear scale. Lines represent numerical results
based on solving the space-fractional diffusion equation (6), and symbols correspond
to Langevin equation simulations. Bottom right: same as the left panel on a log-log
scale. Symbols represent Langevin equation solutions (8) and lines represent numerical
results from solving the space-fractional diffusion equation (6). The black lines show
the asymptotic behaviour of the survival probability with t−1/2 for zero µ and t−α for
positive µ, while for negative µ, the survival probability tends to a finite value at long
times.
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 18

8.2. Survival probability

Based on relation (2) between the first-passage time and the survival probability in the
Laplace domain we find that

S(λ) ∼ f(α, µ,Kα, d) exp

[
− Kαλ

α−1

2µα| cos (απ/2)|

]
, (35)

where applying the inverse Laplace transform gives us

S(t) ∼ f(α, µ,Kα, d)

(
2µα

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

Pα−1,1

((
2µαtα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
. (36)

By simplification we get

S(t) ∼ Kα sin(απ/2)Γ(α)f(α, µ,Kα, d)

πµα
t−α. (37)

The survival probability for a symmetric α-stable process (α = 1.5) on a semi-infinite
domain is shown in the bottom panels of figure 8. The left panel compares numerical
solutions of the space-fractional diffusion equation (lines) with Langevin equation
simulations (symbols) on a linear scale, highlighting the µ-dependent short-time decay.
The right panel reveals the asymptotic regimes on a log-log scale: for µ = 0, the
survival probability follows the Sparre-Andersen universality S(t) ' t−1/2, while for
µ > 0, drift effects a steepening of the decay to S(t) ' t−α. For µ < 0, the survival
probability plateaus at long times due to drift-driven retention. This highlights how
drift fundamentally alters escape dynamics, transitioning from the universal Sparre-
Andersen scaling at µ = 0 to drift-dominated dynamics when µ 6= 0. In figure 9 we
show the results for the survival probability of symmetric Lévy flights with a drift with
stability index α = 1.3 and α = 1.8. As can be seen, in the absence of a drift for any
symmetric jump length distribution in a Markovian setting the first-passage time PDF
has the universal Sparre Andersen asymptotic ℘(t) ' t−3/2 (and thus S(t) ' t−1/2),
whereas in the presence of a constant positive drift, it behaves as ℘(t) ' t−1−α(and thus
S(t) ' t−α) for the stability index 1 < α < 2. We mention that in [77] by means of
record statistics the asymptotic behaviour of the persistent probability (the probability
that the stochastic process stays to the left of its initial starting position up to n steps) of
a one-dimensional discrete-time random walk in the presence of a drift with symmetric
jump distribution was studied (see equation (67) in [77]).

9. Discussion

First-passage time problems are crucial in understanding how stochastic processes
behave when they first hit a boundary or exceed a threshold, providing insights into
the dynamics of various physical and biological systems. These problems often involve
analysing the first-passage time PDF to characterise the statistical properties and long-
time behaviour of the underlying processes. In this study, we focused on the first-passage
time PDF of Lévy flights with a drift within a one-dimensional semi-infinite domain,
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Figure 9. Survival probability for symmetric α-stable probability law in a semi-
infinite domain with index α = 1.3 (left) and α = 1.8 (right) for different combinations
of the drift parameter µ. The symbols represent simulation results based on the
Langevin equation (8), while the lines correspond to numerical results based on the
space-fractional diffusion equation (6). Dashed lines show equation (37) including
the prefactor, and the black lines represent the universal Sparre Andersen scaling
S(t) ' t−1/2 for µ = 0, and the asymptotic behaviour as S(t) ' t−α for µ > 0, which
in the finite interval is eventually cut off by a steep exponential shoulder.

with specific attention to its behaviour in the long-time regime. The scenario entails
a particle initiating its motion at the origin within this domain, with an absorbing
boundary situated at a distance d to the right of the particle’s starting position. The
domain extends indefinitely to the left.

Our investigation begins with Brownian motion in the presence of a drift, where we
used the Skorokhod theorem to derive exact analytical results for the first-passage time
PDF. We compared these analytical results with numerical simulations based on the
Brownian diffusion equation. This comparison confirmed the accuracy of our analytical
expressions and highlighted the agreement between theory and numerical methods.

Next, we explored the case of a Cauchy processes (α = 1) with a drift. We obtained
the asymptotic behaviour of the first-passage time PDF and the survival probability for
arbitrary drift values. Our analytical expressions were compared with numerical results
obtained from the Langevin equation. The exponent of time t in these expressions
was found to depend on the drift parameter, with the asymptotic behaviour varying
accordingly.

For α-stable processes where 0 < α < 1, we derived the long-time asymptotic
behaviour of the first-passage time PDF and survival probability for small drift values
µ. Our findings revealed that as µ varies, the probability density demonstrates different
decay rates: accelerated for µ > 0 and decelerated for µ < 0. Interestingly, the role
of µ primarily affects the prefactor, while the long-time asymptotic behaviour remains
consistent with the case without a drift [44, 75]. This observation was corroborated
by our numerical simulations, which showed that the long-time asymptotic of the first-
passage time PDF closely resembles that of the case without a drift, with only the

Page 19 of 39 AUTHOR SUBMITTED MANUSCRIPT - JPhysA-122167.R1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

A
cc

ep
te

d 
M

an
us

cr
ip

t



First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 20

Table 1. First-passage time PDF for symmetric Lévy flights with different stable
indices α in the presence of a constant drift µ.

α µ Exact PDF/Long-time asymptotic Prefactor equation

2 Arbitrary d√
4πK2t3

exp
(
− (d−µt)2

4K2t

)
(11) [2, 100]

1 Arbitrary ' t−3/2−π−1 arctan(µ/K1) (19), (µ = 0 [44, 75])
(0, 1) Arbitrary ' t−3/2 (26), (µ = 0 [44, 75])

(1, 2)
µ < 0 ' t−α (31)
µ > 0 ' t−α−1 (34)
µ = 0 ' t−3/2 [69, 70] [44,75]

prefactor affected by µ.
Finally, for α-stable processes with 1 < α < 2, our results showed distinct

asymptotic behaviours depending on the direction and magnitude of the drift µ.
Specifically, for negative drift (µ < 0), the long-time behaviour follows a power-law
decay of t−α, while for positive drift (µ > 0), the decay is steeper, scaling as t−α−1. In
the absence of a drift (µ = 0), the decay reverts to the well-known t−3/2 form, irrespective
of α. Our study also revealed intriguing nuances in the tails of the first-passage time
PDF, particularly for 1 < α < 1.5. For a negative drift (µ < 0), the tails exhibited a
less steep decay compared to the drift-free case, a phenomenon that can be explained
by the PDF of jump lengths governed by α. As α increases, the likelihood of longer
jumps decreases, affecting the boundary crossing probability over time.

In summary, our investigation underscores the intricate interplay between drift,
stable index, and jump characteristics of Lévy flights. The results provide valuable
insights into the long-time behaviour of first-passage time PDFs within semi-infinite
domains, enriching our understanding of anomalous diffusion processes in complex
systems. For a comprehensive overview of the asymptotic behaviours across different
stable indices and drift parameters, see Table 1. Future investigations could explore the
first-passage time statistics of asymmetric Lévy flights with a drift to determine how
an asymmetry influences the short and long-time behaviours of the first-passage time
PDF and the survival probability. This would enhance our understanding of how these
processes behave within semi-infinite and finite domains. Finally, it would also be of
interest to study the related distributions of extreme first-passage times [106, 107].
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Appendix A. A numerical scheme for fractional advection-diffusion
equation

We here detail a specific implementation of the numerical approach based on the space-
fractional Fokker-Planck equation in order to investigate the first-passage statistic of
drifted Lévy flights with a drift.
Among sparse numerical methods which are essentially different in the way of
discretisation of normal and fractional derivatives, we mention, naming a few, the finite-
difference scheme [108,109], finite-element methods [110–112], and the spectral approach
[113,114]. Often it is more convenient to work with the finite-difference scheme to solve
the space-fractional Fokker-Planck equation introduced in section 3. In this paper we
implement the modified trapezoidal rule algorithm [115, 116] to numerical integration
of the fractional derivatives in Caputo form. For the first-order time derivative the
first-order forward scheme has been used,

∂

∂t
f(xi, tj) = δ1

−f
j
i ≈

f j+1
i − f ji

∆t
, (A.1)

where f ji = f(xi, tj), xi = i∆x − L with step sizes in position ∆x = (d + L)/I and
i = 0, 1, 2, . . . , I, x0 = −L, xI = d. Similarly, tj = j∆t with time step ∆t = t/J and
j = 0, 1, 2, . . . , J − 1, t0 = 0, tJ = t. Absorbing boundary conditions to investigate the
first-passage statistics imply f j0 = f jI = 0 for all j. For the positive values of the drift
parameter (µ = µ+) and the left side space-fractional operator, the first-order space
derivative of a function f(x, t) is discretised by the second-order backward scheme, and
similarly, for negative values of drift parameter (µ = µ−) as well as the right side space-
fractional operator, the first order space derivative of a function f(x, t) is discretised by
the second-order forward scheme, namely

∂

∂x
f(xi, tj) = δ2

±f
j
i ≈
±3f ji ∓ 4f ji∓1 ± f ji∓2

2∆x
, (A.2)

Moreover, for the second-order space-fractional derivatives we make use of the second-
order central scheme according to

∂2

∂x2
f(xi, tj) = δ2

cf
j
i ≈
−f ji+2 + 16f ji+2 − 30f ji + 16f ji−1 − f ji−2

12∆x2
. (A.3)

For the right hand side of equation (6) first we write it in the Caputo form for the
space-fractional derivatives, namely

∂α

∂|x|αf(x) =

{ − 1
2 cos(πα/2)

(−∞D
α
x +x D

α
∞) f(x), α 6= 1

− ∂
∂x
H
{
f(x)

}
, α = 1

, (A.4)
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where −∞Dα
x and xD

α
∞ denote the left and right side space-fractional derivatives in the

Caputo form, respectively (n− 1 < α < n) [117]

−∞D
α
xf(x) =

1

Γ(n− α)

∫ x

−∞

f (n)(u)

(x− u)α−n+1
du, (A.5)

xD
α
∞f(x) =

(−1)n

Γ(n− α)

∫ ∞
x

f (n)(u)

(u− x)α−n+1
du. (A.6)

Moreover, H in equation (A.4) denotes the Hilbert transform

H{f(x)} =
1

π
−
∫ ∞
−∞

f(u)

x− udu, (A.7)

where the integral is to be taken as the principal value. By recalling the method
introduced in [115] (Theorem 3) we derive an algorithm to approximate the two-sided
Caputo fractional derivatives of order n− 1 < α < n. Concretely we apply the product
trapezoidal quadrature formula [116], namely∫ xi

−L

f (n)(ζ, tj)

(xi − ζ)α−n+1
dζ

≈
i∑

k=1

∫ xk

xk−1

1

(xi − ζ)α−n+1

(
xk − ζ

xk − xk−1

f (n)(xk−1, tj) +
ζ − xk−1

xk − xk−1

f (n)(xk, tj)

)
dζ, (A.8)

for the left-side space-fractional operator, and∫ d

xi

f (n)(ζ, tj)

(ζ − xi)α−n+1
dζ

≈
I−1∑
k=i

∫ xk+1

xk

1

(ζ − xi)α−n+1

(
xk+1 − ζ
xk+1 − xk

f (n)(xk, tj) +
ζ − xk

xk+1 − xk
f (n)(xk+1, tj)

)
dζ, (A.9)

for the right-side space-fractional operator with the error estimate O(∆x2) [118]. Using
the relations∫ b

a

b− y
[±(x− y)]1−γ

dy

=
1

γ(γ + 1)

(
[±(x− b)]γ+1 − ([±(x− b)]− γ[±(b− a)]) [±(x− a)]γ

)
, (A.10)

and∫ b

a

y − a
[±(x− y)]1−γ

dy

=
1

γ(γ + 1)

(
[±(x− a)]γ+1 − ([±(x− a)]− γ[±(a− b)]) [±(x− b)]γ

)
, (A.11)

where the + sign is taken for x > b > a and the − sign for x < a < b, equations (A.8)
and (A.9) after simplification read∫ xi

−L

f (n)(ζ, tj)

(xi − ζ)α−n+1
dζ =

∆xγ

γ(γ + 1)

i∑
k=0

λk,i−kf
(n)(xk, tj) +O(∆x2) (A.12)
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and ∫ d

xi

f (n)(ζ, tj)

(ζ − xi)α−n+1
dζ =

∆xγ

γ(γ + 1)

I∑
k=i

λk,k−if
(n)(xk, tj) +O(∆x2) (A.13)

respectively, in which γ = n− α and

λk,m =


(m− 1)γ+1 − (m− γ − 1)mγ, k = 0, I

(m+ 1)γ+1 − 2mγ+1 + (m− 1)γ+1, 0 < k < I, k 6= i

1, k = i

. (A.14)

For the special case α = 1, we approximate the derivative in space according to the
method by [119], namely

∂

∂x
H
{
f(xi, tj)

}
=

1

π∆x

[ i∑
k=1

λi−k(f
j
k − f jk−1) +

I−1∑
k=i

λk−i(f
j
k − f jk+1)

]
+O(∆x2). (A.15)

where λm = 2/(2m+ 1). With the use of equations (A.4), (A.1) and (A.2) we can write
equation (6) on a discrete space-time grid as

δ1
−f

j
i + µ±δ

2
±f

j
i = − Kα

2 cos(πα/2)

[
−LD

α
xf

j
i +x D

α
d f

j
i

]
. (A.16)

By substitution of equations (A.1) to (A.3), (A.12) and (A.13) into equation (6) we
obtain

δ1
−f

j
i + µ±δ

2
±f

j
i = − Kα∆xn−α

2 cos(πα/2)Γ(2 + n− α)

[ i∑
k=0

λk,i−kδ
2
+/cf

j
k + (−1)n

I∑
k=i

λk,k−iδ
2
−/cf

j
k

]
.

(A.17)

By defining

Ω = − Kα∆t

2 cos (πα/2)Γ(2 + n− α)∆xα
, 0 < α ≤ 2, α 6= 1

Ω = −Kα∆t

π∆x
, α = 1

η± =
µ±∆t

2∆x
, (A.18)

for the case n = 1 we obtain

f j+1
i − f ji = −η±(±3f ji ∓ 4f ji∓1 ± f ji∓2) +

Ω

2

[ i∑
k=0

λk,i−k(3f
j
k − 4f jk−1 + f jk−2)

−
I∑
k=i

λk,k−i(−3f jk + 4f jk+1 − f jk+2)
]
. (A.19)

After changing fi → θf j+1
i + (1− θ)f ji , 0 ≤ θ ≤ 1, on the right hand side,

f j+1
i + θ

[
η±(±3f j+1

i ∓ 4f j+1
i∓1 ± f j+1

i∓2 )− Ω

2

( i∑
k=0

λk,i−k(3f
j+1
k − 4f j+1

k−1 + f j+1
k−2)

+
I∑
k=i

λk,k−i(−3f j+1
k + 4f j+1

k+1 − f j+1
k+2)

)]

Page 23 of 39 AUTHOR SUBMITTED MANUSCRIPT - JPhysA-122167.R1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

A
cc

ep
te

d 
M

an
us

cr
ip

t



First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 24

= f ji − (1− θ)
[
η±(±3f j+1

i ∓ 4f j+1
i∓1 ± f j+1

i∓2 )− Ω

2

( i∑
k=0

λk,i−k(3f
j
k − 4f jk−1 + f jk−2)

+
I∑
k=i

λk,k−i(−3f jk + 4f jk+1 − f jk+2)
)]
. (A.20)

Following the similar procedure for the cases 1 < α < 2 and α = 1 we obtain

[I + θ(η±V
± + ΩA)]f j+1 = [I− (1− θ)(η±V± + ΩA)]f j, (A.21)

in which the identity matrix I and the coefficient matrices V± and A have dimension
(I+1)×(I+1) and j = 0, 1, 2, . . . , J−1. The initial condition f(x, 0) = δ(x) implemented
by

f 0
i =

{
1

∆x
, i = L/∆x

0, otherwise
. (A.22)

Finally, the time evolution of the PDF is obtained by setting f j0 = f jI = 0 for all j as
the absorbing boundary conditions.
The matrix V+ = −V−T has the form

V +
m,m = 3, 1 ≤ m ≤ I + 1

V +
m+1,m = −4, 1 ≤ m ≤ I

V +
m+2,m = 1, 1 ≤ m ≤ I − 1,

(A.23)

and the matrix A can be written as A = R + RT , which for the three cases 0 < α < 1,
1 < α ≤ 2, and α = 1 is defined by
A.1 0 < α < 1

Rm,m = −3
2
λm,0, 1 ≤ m ≤ I + 1

Rm+1,m = −3
2
λm,1 + 2λm+1,0, 1 ≤ m ≤ I

Rm+n,m = −3
2
λm,n + 2λm+1,n−1 − 1

2
λm+2,n−2, 2 ≤ n ≤ I, 1 ≤ m ≤ I + 1− n.

(A.24)

A.2 1 < α ≤ 2

Rm,m = 1
12
λm−1,2 − 4

3
λm,1 + 5

2
λm+1,0, 1 ≤ m ≤ I + 1

Rm,m+1 = 1
12
λm,1 − 4

3
λm+1,0, 1 ≤ m ≤ I

Rm,m+2 = 1
12
λm+1,0, 1 ≤ m ≤ I − 1

Rm+1,m = 1
12
λm−1,3 − 4

3
λm,2 + 5

2
λm+1,1 − 4

3
λm+2,0, 1 ≤ m ≤ I

Rm+n,m = 1
12
λm−1,n+2 − 4

3
λm,n+1 + 5

2
λm+1,n − 4

3
λm+2,n−1 + 1

12
λm+3,n−2,

2 ≤ n ≤ I, 1 ≤ m ≤ I + 1− n

(A.25)

A.3 α = 1, β = 0

Rm,m = λ0, 1 ≤ m ≤ I + 1

Rm+n,m = λn − λn−1, 1 ≤ n ≤ I, 1 ≤ m ≤ I + 1− n. (A.26)
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Appendix B. First-passage time PDF for Brownian motion with a drift

By substitution equation (10) into (5) we get

∂

∂λ
ln q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt
∫ ∞

0

(1− eikx)
e−(x−µt)2/(4K2t)

√
4πK2t

dx dt. (B.1)

Taking the integral over x produces

∂

∂λ
ln q+(λ, k) =

1

2

∫ ∞
0

e−λterfc
(
− µ

√
t

4K2

)
dt

− 1

2

∫ ∞
0

e−λt−k
2K2t+ikµterfc

(
−ik

√
K2t− µ

√
t

4K2

)
dt

=
1

2

[µ+
√

4K2λ+ µ2

λ
√

4K2λ+ µ2
− 2K2ik + µ+

√
4K2λ+ µ2

(K2k2 − ikµ+ λ)
√

4K2λ+ µ2

]
. (B.2)

By taking the indefinite integral over λ we obtain

q+(λ, k) =

√
4K2λ+ µ2 − µ√

4K2λ+ µ2 − µ− 2K2ik
=

Λ

Λ− ik
, (B.3)

where Λ = (
√

4K2λ+ µ2 − µ)/2K2. After an inverse Fourier transform according to
equation (4) we arrive at (x > 0)

d

dx
p+(λ, x) =

1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikxq+(λ, k) dk = Λ exp (−Λx). (B.4)

Using the boundary condition (p+(λ, x) = 0 at x ≤ 0) we get

p+(λ, x) = Λ

∫ x

0

exp (−Λx) dx = 1− exp (−Λx), (B.5)

and thus with the help of equation (3),

℘(λ) = exp (−Λd) = exp

(
− 1

2K2

(√
µ2 + 4K2λ− µ

)
d

)
. (B.6)

Finally, by making an inverse Laplace transform we get the desired result (11).

Appendix C. First-passage time PDF for the Cauchy process with a drift

Substitution of the PDF of the Cauchy process (18) into equation (5) yields

∂

∂λ
ln q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt
∫ ∞

0

(1− eikx)
π−1K1t

(K1t)2 + (x− µt)2
dxdt, (C.1)

and after changing of the variable y = (x− µt)/K1t, we obtain

∂

∂λ
ln q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt
[

1

π

∫ ∞
−µ/K1

1

1 + y2
dy − eikµt

π

∫ ∞
−µ/K1

eikK1ty

1 + y2
dy

]
dt

=
1

π

∫ ∞
−µ/K1

1

1 + y2

∫ ∞
0

[
e−λt − e−(λ−ikµ−ikK1y)t

]
dtdy. (C.2)
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 26

Then taking the integral over t, gives
∂

∂λ
ln q+(λ, k) =

1

π

∫ ∞
−µ/K1

1

1 + y2

[
1

λ
− 1

λ− ikµ− ikK1y

]
dy. (C.3)

From here taking the indefinite integral over λ leads to

ln q+(λ, k) =
1

π

∫ ∞
−µ/K1

1

1 + y2
ln

(
λ

λ− ikµ− ikK1y

)
dy

=
1

π

∫ ∞
0

1

1 + (u− µ/K1)2 ln

(
λ

λ− ikK1u

)
du, (C.4)

where in the last equality we use u = y+ µ/K1. By taking the limit λ→ 0 we arrive at

ln q+(λ, k) ≈ 1

π

∫ ∞
0

ln (λ/−ikK1)

1 + (u− µ/K1)2 du− 1

π

∫ ∞
0

lnu

1 + (u− µ/K1)2 du.

(C.5)

Then using the integrals∫ ∞
0

1

(x+ a)(x+ b)
dx =

ln a− ln b

a− b , (C.6)∫ ∞
0

lnx

(x+ a)(x+ b)
dx =

(ln a)2 − (ln b)2

2(a− b) , (C.7)

and the relations

arccot(x) =
i

2
ln

(
x− i

x+ i

)
, arccot(x) + arctan(x) =

π

2
, (C.8)

we obtain

ln q+(λ, k) ≈
(

1

2
+

1

π
arctan

(
µ

K1

))
ln

(
λ

−ikK1

)
− 1

4πi

[
ln2

(
i− µ

K1

)
− ln2

(
−i− µ

K1

)]
. (C.9)

Thus

q+(λ, k) ≈
(

λ

−ikK1

) 1
2

+ 1
π

arctan
(
µ
K1

)

× exp

(
− 1

4πi

[
ln2

(
i− µ

K1

)
− ln2

(
−i− µ

K1

)])
, λ→ 0. (C.10)

The argument of the exponential function can be simplified as follows,

ln2

(
i− µ

K1

)
− ln2

(
−i− µ

K1

)
=

[
ln

(
i− µ

K1

)
− ln

(
−i− µ

K1

)][
ln

(
i− µ

K1

)
+ ln

(
−i− µ

K1

)]
= ln

(
µ
K1
− i

µ
K1

+ i

)
ln

(
1 +

µ2

K2
1

)
= 2i arccot

(−µ
K1

)
ln

(
1 +

µ2

K2
1

)
. (C.11)
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 27

Therefore equation (C.10) reads

q+(λ, k) ≈
(

λ

−ikK1

) 1
2

+ 1
π

arctan( µ
K1

)(
1 +

µ2

K2
1

)− 1
2π

arccot(−µ
K1

)

, λ→ 0. (C.12)

Going back to equation (4) by inverse Fourier transform we find (x > 0)

d

dx
p+(λ, x) ≈

(
1 +

µ2

K2
1

)−ρ′/2
1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikx

(
λ

−ikK1

)ρ′
dk

=

(
1 +

µ2

K2
1

)−ρ′/2(
λ

K1

)ρ′
xρ
′−1

Γ(ρ′)
, (C.13)

where

ρ′ =
1

2
+

1

π
arctan(

µ

K1

), 0 ≤ ρ′ ≤ 1. (C.14)

With the boundary condition p+(λ, x = 0) = 0 we arrive at

p+(λ, x) ≈ (sin (πρ′))
ρ′
(
λ

K1

)ρ′
xρ
′

Γ(1 + ρ′)
. (C.15)

Following equation (3),

℘(λ) ∼ 1− (d sin (πρ′))ρ
′

Kρ′

1 Γ(1 + ρ′)
λρ
′
, (C.16)

and with the relation (2) between the first-passage time and survival probability in
Laplace domain, we find

S(λ) ∼ (d sin(πρ′))ρ
′

Kρ′

1 Γ(1 + ρ′)
λρ
′−1. (C.17)

Then, applying the inverse Laplace transform we get

S(t) ∼ (d sin(πρ′))ρ
′

Kρ′

1 Γ(1 + ρ′)Γ(1− ρ′)
t−ρ

′
. (C.18)

From here by taking the first order time derivative (see equation (1)), we arrive at the
corresponding result for the long-time asymptote of the first-passage time PDF (19) of
Cauchy processes in the presence of a constant drift µ.

Appendix D. First-passage time PDF for α-stable processes with a drift
and 0 < α < 1

We start from equation (4). With the help of the self-similar property

Pα(x, t) =
1

(Kαt)
1/α

Pα

(
x− µt

(Kαt)
1/α

, 1

)
, (D.1)

and the change of variable y = (x− µt) (Kαt)
−1/α we get

ln q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t

∫ ∞
−µt(Kαt)−1/α

[
eik(Kαt)

1/αy+ikµt − 1
]
Pα(y, 1)dydt. (D.2)
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 28

By splitting the inner integrals into two parts, we obtain

ln q+(λ, k) = A(λ, k) +B(λ, k), (D.3)

where

A(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t

∫ ∞
0

[
eik(Kαt)

1/αy+ikµt − 1
]
Pα(y, 1)dydt, (D.4)

and

B(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t

∫ 0

−µt(Kαt)−1/α

[
eik(Kαt)

1/αy+ikµt − 1
]
Pα(y, 1)dydt. (D.5)

Taking the λ-derivative of A(λ, k) leads to
∂

∂λ
A(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt
∫ ∞

0

[
1− eik(Kαt)

1/αy+ikµt
]
Pα(y, 1)dydt

=

∫ ∞
0

e−λt
∫ ∞

0

Pα(y, 1)dydt

−
∫ ∞

0

e−λt+ikµt

∫ ∞
0

eik(Kαt)
1/αyPα(y, 1)dydt. (D.6)

The first term on the right-hand side of equation (D.6) simply is 1/2λ, and for the
second term we employ theorem 2.6.2 from [93], which says that the one-sided Laplace
transform with respect to y of an α-stable law Pα(y, 1) has the form

Pα(s, 1) =

∫ ∞
0

e−syPα(y, 1)dy =
1

π

∫ ∞
0

exp (−(sy)α)

1 + y2
dy. (D.7)

Therefore, in the second term on the right-hand side of (D.6) we use equation (D.7)
with s→ −ik (Kαt)

1/α and get

∂

∂λ
A(λ, k) =

1

2λ
− 1

π

∫ ∞
0

e−λt+ikµt

∫ ∞
0

exp (− (−iky)αKαt)

1 + y2
dydt

=
1

2λ
− 1

π

∫ ∞
0

(λ− ikµ+Kα (−iky)α)
−1

1 + y2
dy, (D.8)

where in the last equality we changed the order of integration and took the integrals
over t. In the next step, we take the infinite integral over λ,

A(λ, k) =
1

2
lnλ− 1

π

∫ ∞
0

ln [λ− ikµ+Kα (−iky)α]

1 + y2
dy, (D.9)

and then using∫ ∞
0

lnx

a2 + x2
dx =

π ln a

2a
,∫ ∞

0

1

a2 + x2
dx =

π

2a
, a > 0, (D.10)

we get

A(λ, k) =
1

2
ln

λ

Kα(−ik)α
− 1

π

∫ ∞
0

ln
[
1 + λ−ikµ

Kα(−iky)α

]
1 + y2

dy. (D.11)
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 29

In the limit λ→ 0 and for small values of µ, we can write

A(λ, k) ≈ 1

2
ln

λ

Kα(−ik)α
− 1

π

∫ ∞
0

ln
[
1 + µ

Kα
(−ik)1−αy−α

]
1 + y2

dy. (D.12)

Using the relation

ln(1 + x) = −
∞∑
n=1

(−x)n

n
, |x| ≤ 1, x 6= −1, (D.13)

and taking the integral over y, we find

A(λ, k) ≈ 1

2
ln

λ

Kα(−ik)α
+

1

2

∞∑
n=1

(−1)n

n cos (nπα/2)

(
µ

Kα

)n
(−ik)n−nα

≈ 1

2
ln

λ

Kα(−ik)α
− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)
(−ik)1−α. (D.14)

Now we go back to equation (D.5) and calculate B(λ, k). Due to the symmetry of the
PDF Pα(y, 1) = Pα(−y, 1), we write B(λ, k) as

B(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt+ikµt

t

∫ µt(Kαt)−1/α

0

e−ik(Kαt)
1/αyPα(y, 1)dydt

−
∫ ∞

0

e−λt

t

∫ µt(Kαt)−1/α

0

Pα(y, 1)dydt. (D.15)

By looking at the upper limit of the inner integrals in equation (D.15) we notice that
with 0 < α < 1, µt(Kαt)

−1/α → 0 as t → ∞. Therefore, we employ theorem 2.5.1
from [93] for the asymptotic representation of an α-stable law with 0 < α < 1, namely

Pα (y, 1) ∼ 1

π
Γ(1 + 1/α), y → 0. (D.16)

Substitution of equation (D.16) into equation (D.15) and taking the integral first over
y, we have

B(λ, k) ≈ Γ(1 + 1/α)

−ikπK
1/α
α

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t1+1/α

(
1− eikµt + ikµt

)
dt. (D.17)

When λ→ 0 we get

B(λ, k) ≈ (µ/Kα)1/α

sin (π/α)
(−ik)−1+1/α . (D.18)

Thus, B(λ, k) is of the order of µ1/α and, in comparison with equation (D.14), can be
neglected. Therefore, substitution of equation (D.14) into equation (D.3) produces

q+(λ, k) ≈
√

λ

Kα(−ik)α
exp

[
− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)
(−ik)1−α

]

≈
√

λ

Kα(−ik)α

(
1− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)
(−ik)1−α

)
. (D.19)
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 30

By applying the inverse Fourier transform we find (x > 0)
d

dx
p+(λ, x) ≈ 1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikxq+(λ, k)dk

=
1

2π

√
λ

Kα

(∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikx(−ik)−α/2dk

− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)

∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikx(−ik)1−3α/2dk

)
=

√
λ

Kα

(
x−1+α/2

Γ(α/2)
− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)

x−2+3α/2

Γ(−1 + 3α/2)

)
, (D.20)

and with the boundary condition p+(λ, x = 0) = 0,

p+(λ, x) ≈
√

λ

Kα

(
xα/2

Γ(1 + α/2)
− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)

x−1+3α/2

Γ(3α/2)

)
. (D.21)

Therefore with ℘(λ) = 1− p+(λ, d),

℘(λ) ∼ 1−
√

λ

Kα

(
dα/2

Γ(1 + α/2)
− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)

d−1+3α/2

Γ(3α/2)

)
, (D.22)

which due to ℘(λ) = 1− λS(λ) results in

S(λ) ∼
√
dα

Kα

(
1

Γ(1 + α/2)
− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)

d−1+α

Γ(3α/2)

)
λ−1/2. (D.23)

Then applying the inverse Laplace transform

S(t) ∼
√

dα

πKα

(
1

Γ(1 + α/2)
− µ

2Kα cos (πα/2)

d−1+α

Γ(3α/2)

)
t−1/2 (D.24)

From here, the long-time asymptotic of the first-passage time PDF for the case 0 < α < 1

has the form

℘(t) ∼ t−3/2

αΓ(α/2)

√
dα

πKα

(
1− αΓ(α/2)Peα

2 cos (πα/2)Γ(3α/2)

)
. (D.25)

Appendix E. First-passage time PDF for α-stable processes with a drift and
1 < α < 2

Similar to the last section, starting with equation (4) and using the self-similar
property (D.1) along with the change of variable y = (x− µt) (Kαt)

−1/α, we get

ln q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t

∫ ∞
−µt

(Kαt)
1/α

[
eik(Kαt)

1/αy+ikµt − 1
]
Pα(y, 1)dydt. (E.1)

In the next step, we distinguish between the positive and negative drift parameters.

Appendix E.1. µ < 0

First, we consider the case µ < 0. It follows that when t → ∞, the lower limit of the
inner integral |µ|t (Kαt)

−1/α → ∞ for 1 < α < 2. Then it is reasonable to use the
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 31

asymptotic expansion of an α-stable probability law Pα(y, 1), namely,

Pα (y, 1) ∼ 1

π
Γ(1 + α) sin(πα/2)y−α−1, y →∞. (E.2)

Substitution of equation (E.2) into equation (E.1) yields

ln q+(λ, k) ≈ 1

π
Γ(1 + α) sin (πα/2)

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t

∫ ∞
|µ|t

(Kαt)
1/α

(
eik(Kαt)

1/αy−ik|µ|t − 1
) dydt

yα+1
, (E.3)

and changing the variable u = yt−1+1/α produces

ln q+(λ, k) ≈ 1

π
Γ(1 + α) sin (πα/2)

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

tα

∫ ∞
|µ|

K
1/α
α

(
eikK

1/α
α ut−ik|µ|t − 1

) dudt

uα+1
. (E.4)

Now we change the order of integral and first take the integral over t and then over u,

ln q+(λ, k) ≈ 1

π
Γ(1 + α) sin (πα/2)

∫ ∞
|µ|

K
1/α
α

1

uα+1

∫ ∞
0

(
e−λt+ikK

1/α
α ut−ik|µ|t − e−λt

) dtdu

tα

=
1

π
Γ(1 + α)Γ(1− α) sin (πα/2)

∫ ∞
|µ|

K
1/α
α

1

uα+1

[(
λ+ ik|µ| − ikK1/α

α u
)α−1 − λα−1

]
du

= − Kα/|µ|α
2| cos(απ/2)|

(
λα − (−ik|µ|)α

λ+ ik|µ| − λα−1

)
, (E.5)

where in the last equality we used the relation Γ(1− z)Γ(z) sin(πz) = π. Therefore, in
the limit of λ→ 0, we get

q+(λ, k) ≈ exp

[
− Kα/|µ|

2| cos(απ/2)|

(
(−ik)α−1 − λα−1

|µ|α−1

)]
. (E.6)

Then the inverse Fourier transform of the above equation renders
d

dx
p+(λ, x) =

1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikxq+(λ, k)dk

≈ exp

[
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|λ
α−1

]
1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

exp

[
−ikx− Kα| tan(απ/2)/µ|

2 cos((α− 1)π/2)
(−ik)α−1

]
dk

≈ exp

[
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|λ
α−1

](
2|µ|

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

Pα−1,1

((
2|µ|xα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
,

(E.7)

where Pα,1(z, 1) is a one-sided α-stable probability law with the stable index 0 < α < 1.
Applying the boundary condition p+(λ, x ≤ 0) = 0,

p+(λ, x) ≈ Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|xα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
exp

[
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|λ
α−1

]
, (E.8)

where

Lα,1(x, 1) =

∫ x

0

Pα,1 (y, 1) dy

= 1− 1

π

∞∑
n=1

(−1)n−1 Γ(nα)

Γ(1 + n)
sin (nπα)x−nα, α < 1. (E.9)
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First-passage statistics for Lévy flights 32

Thus, for the Laplace transform of the first-passage time PDF ℘(λ) = 1 − p+(λ, d) we
have

℘(λ) ∼ 1− Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
exp

[
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|λ
α−1

]

∼ 1− Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)

− Lα−1,1

((
2|µ|dα−1

Kα| tan(απ/2)|

) 1
α−1

, 1

)
Kα/|µ|α

2| cos (απ/2)|λ
α−1, λ→ 0. (E.10)

By applying the inverse Laplace transform we finally arrive at the long-time asymptotic
(31) of the first-passage time PDF for symmetric α-stable process with 1 < α < 2 and
µ < 0.

Appendix E.2. µ > 0

In this case, it is convenient to use the relation∫ ∞
−a

f(y)dy =

∫ ∞
−∞

f(y)dy −
∫ −a
−∞

f(y)dy =

∫ ∞
−∞

f(y)dy −
∫ ∞
a

f(−y)dy, (E.11)

to get from equation (4)

ln q+(λ, k) =

∫ ∞
0

e−λt

t

[
eikµt−tKα|k|α − eikµt

∫ ∞
µt

(Kαt)
1/α

e−ik(Kαt)
1/αyPα (y, 1) dy

+

∫ ∞
µt

(Kαt)
1/α

Pα (y, 1) dy − 1

]
dt. (E.12)

Here we use the symmetric property Pα (y, 1) = Pα (−y, 1) and the characteristic
function of symmetric α-stable probability laws,∫ ∞

−∞
eiky(Kαt)

1/α

Pα (y, 1) dy = e−tKα|k|
α

. (E.13)

Next, by recalling equations (E.2) we write

ln q+(λ, k) ≈
∫ ∞

0

e−λt

t

[
eikµt−tKα|k|α − 1

]
dt− 1

π
Γ(1 + α) sin (απ/2)

×
∫ ∞

0

e−λt

t

[ ∫ ∞
µt

(Kαt)
1/α

(
e−ik(Kαt)

1/αy+ikµt − 1
) dy

yα+1

]
dt. (E.14)

and changing the variable u = yt−1+1/α, to arrive at

ln q+(λ, k) ≈
∫ ∞

0

e−λt

t

[
eikµt−tKα|k|α − 1

]
dt− 1

π
Γ(1 + α) sin (απ/2)

×
∫ ∞

0

e−λt

tα

[ ∫ ∞
µK
−1/α
α

(
e−ikuK

1/α
α t+ikµt − 1

) du

uα+1

]
dt. (E.15)
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Changing the order of integration,

ln q+(λ, k) ≈
∫ ∞

0

e−λt+ikµt−Kα|k|αt − e−λt

t
dt− 1

π
Γ(1 + α) sin (απ/2)

×
∫ ∞
µK
−1/α
α

1

uα+1

∫ ∞
0

e−λt−ikuK
1/α
α t+ikµt − e−λt

tα
dtdu

= ln
λ

λ− ikµ+Kα|k|α
− 1

π
Γ(α)Γ(1− α) sin (απ/2)

× Kα

µα

[
λα − (ikµ)α

λ− ikµ
− λα−1

]
. (E.16)

Thus, in the limit λ→ 0 we get

q+(λ, k) ≈ λ

−ikµ+Kα|k|α
exp

[
Kα/µ

2| cos(απ/2)|

(
(ik)α−1 − λα−1

µα−1

)]
, λ→ 0. (E.17)

Therefore, dp+(λ, x)/dx follows by inverse Fourier transform of the above equation,
d

dx
p+(λ, x) =

1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikxq+(λ, k)dk

≈ λ exp

[
− Kαλ

α−1

2µα| cos (απ/2)|

]
1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

e−ikx
exp

[
Kα(ik)α−1

2µ| cos(απ/2)|

]
−ikµ+Kα|k|α

dk, (E.18)

and with the boundary condition p+(λ, x ≤ 0) = 0 we get

p+(λ, x) ≈ λ exp

[
− Kαλ

α−1

2µα| cos (απ/2)|

]
1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

1− e−ikx

ik

exp
[

Kα(ik)α−1

2µ| cos(απ/2)|

]
−ikµ+Kα|k|α

dk. (E.19)

Thus, for the Laplace transform of the first-passage time PDF ℘(λ) = 1 − p+(λ, d) we
have

℘(λ) ∼ 1− λ exp

[
− Kαλ

α−1

2µα| cos (απ/2)|

]
f(α, µ,Kα, d)

∼ 1− f(α, µ,Kα, d)λ+
Kαf(α, µ,Kα, d)

2µα| cos(απ/2)| λ
α, λ→ 0, (E.20)

where f(α, µ,Kα, d) is defined as

f(α, µ,Kα, d) =
1

2π

∫ ∞
−∞

1− e−ikd

ik

exp
[

Kα(ik)α−1

2µ| cos(απ/2)|

]
−ikµ+Kα|k|α

dk. (E.21)

To make sure that f(α, µ,Kα, d) is a real-valued function, we consider the integrand

F (k) =
1− e−ikd

ik

exp
[

Kα(ik)α−1

2µ| cos(απ/2)|

]
−ikµ+Kα|k|α

. (E.22)

and check that the complex conjugate F (−k) = F (k). Thus the imaginary parts cancel
and the function f(α, µ,Kα, d) is indeed a real-valued function,

f(α, µ,Kα, d) =
1

π

∫ ∞
0

Re [F (k)] dk. (E.23)

Finally, by applying the inverse Laplace transform we arrive at the desired result (34).
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